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Queen Victoria's long reign, the current of thought
was reversed. The colonies would not become irufc*
pendent but neither would they achieve full self-
government. They would develop into oversea
Britaira associated with their parent and example by
some sort of federal tie through which the ancient Par-
liament in London would grow into an effective
agency of Imperial rule. The rise of what at the end
of the last ceijtury was called colonial nationalism chal-
lenged this conception and in the years before 1914
die future organisation of the Empire had again be-
come an ppen question, The course of the war an-
swered it, and before the armistice the conception
of Dominion status was well established though some
years were to elapse before it was stated in legislative
terms by the Statute of Westminster.

The further step that made Dominion status attain-
able by peoples with whom Britain stood in a more
authoritative relationship than with settlers of her
own or with kindred blood was taken with unex-
pected ease. In 1917 full self-government was stated
to be the goal of British policy in India and by 1935
an Act completely transferring sovereignty' to a fed-
eralised India had passed the British Parliament. The
outbreak of another war found it partially^ in force.
Responsibilkyfor law and order in the Provinces of
British India had been transferred to Ministries re-
sponsible to local legislatures, but it had not been
found possible to put the plans for the Central Gov-
ernment into effect, and after the Japanese surrender
the establishment of a unified All-Indian Government